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From the “ Newport and Market Drayton Advertiser” of April 7th, 1894. 


REPORT, 
7 


To the Members of the Drayton Union Rural 
Sanitary Authority. 

Gxytimiey,—In the discharge of the 
increasingly onerous duties of medical officer 
of health of the Drayton Union Rural Sanitary 
Authority, I now submit to you the annual 
retrospect of the vital statistics, and of tho 
very numerous sanitary transactions, which 
have demanded my earnest attention during 
the past year, with any important or 
necessary commenta thereon, before copies of 
tho report are sent to the Local Governmont 
Board and to the three County Oounoils with 
which the Drayton Union Rural Sanitaj 
Authority is connected. 

The yital statistics and all the necessar, 
Gotails havo beon derived from the usual 


‘The number of Martiages during the last 
twelve years was :— 
ee 


The number of deaths from old age, 0 
“whero the cause of death was not traced to aby 
definite disense,” was 22 in the Market Drayton 
Sub-Rogistration District, and 2 only in. the 
Moreton Say Sub-Registration District, viz. 12 
males and 10 femalos—2 males were respectively 
91 and 92 in the first-nsmed distriot, and the 2 
females in the other district were 79 and 80. The 
average age of the males was 7916; the average 
age of the females was 76°16. Tho average of 

2 combined ages of both was 77. 

Needless trouble is given the registrars by 
adding superfluous or trivial details in the 
medical certifiontes of the cause of death, such’ 
as ‘asthenia,” “debility,” “exhaustion,” &o,, 
and when there is any other disease it is incorrect to 
specify ** Old Age” as the cruse of death | 

The general abstract of mortality for 1893 
includes nine deaths iu the Union Workheuse. 

Tho increased mortality of 1893 was due to 
the excessive number of deaths of infants under 
one year of age in both registration districts of 
the Drayton Union! 

The number of coroners’ inquests held owing 
to deaths from accidents, or violence, was five, 

‘The birth-rate and death-rate of this Sanitary 
District for the Inst ten years is shewn in the 
subjoined table: — 
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‘The number of Deaths from Zymotic 
Diseases registered was :— 
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all ages, as ehewn 


The number of Deaths at 
by the following table, was 


3 nnd 


In tho 
Bub-distriots of 


D years 


BIRTHS. 

While there was n small increase in the 
number of births in beth the sub-registration 
districts in the year 1893 there was at the mme 
time an increased number of deaths, viz, 16, 
the excess in the number of births being thea 
only 26. 

The mortality in the Drayton Union Rural 
Sanitary District im the several years of the 
Jast decade is shewn by the following table 
viz, in — 


{ 


1884]1885 


aaa | | 
1896)1891/1892} 189 


1886 1887|1888| 1889 


Of the 51 deaths of children under 5 years 
of age in the Market Drayton Sub-Registration 
District in 1893, 33 were deaths of infants 
under one year of age, and were more than 
donble the number registered in 1302, this 
high rate of mortality bemg doubtless the 
result of much bad dieting and culpable neglect. 

Of the deaths of children under 6 years of age 
in the above-named sub-district, 6 only were due 
to diseases of the respiratory organs, 6 to zymotio 
diseases, and 39 to other causes. 

The deaths from all causes in that district 
over 5 years of age were 119, aud included 31 
from diseares of the respiratory organs, 7 from 
phthisis, 16 from heart diseases, 6 from zymotic 
diseases, and 70 from other causes. 

OF the 19 deaths of children under 5 years of 
age in the Moreton Say Sub-Registration District, 
nll except one were under one year of age, and 
included 2 from bronchitis, 1 from zymotic 
disease, and 16 from other diseases, 

‘The namber of deaths over 5 years of age in 
the Moreton Say Suab-Registraton District was 
59, including 16 from diseases of the respiratory 
organs, 3 from phthisis, 12 from heart disease, 
none {rom zymotio discase, and 19 from other 
causes. 


ice 4 in 1892—12 deaths from heart disease in 
1893! 
AYMOTIC DISEASES. 

During the year soarlatina o ntinued to be 
prevalent in the large and populous parish of 
Hodnet, especially among obildren attending 
two schools several miles from the village of 
Hodnet, and in the two adjoining parishes 

DIPHTHERIA. 

In the autumnal months of the past year 
Diphtheria appeared in Market Drayton town- 
ship in a very malignant form, four of the five 
children so affected dying, two of them succumb- 
ing to the disease after a few days’ illness, the 
cause of death being most probably noxious 
effluvia from a house-drain found to be nearly 
blocked up with sewage, full of decaying veget- 
able and animal matters, 

ENTERIC FEVER. 

I am glad to be able to report that there was 
no deaths from Enteric Fever, « zymotic dis. 
ease, in either of the fourteen parishes of the 
Drayton Union during the year 1893. Of three 
enses only, all were of a mild type. 

MEASLE 

There were numerous cases of Measles at 
Ashley in September, therefore at the request 
of the school authorities I gave a certificate to 
enable them to close the echool for two, or 
three, weeks, to prevent the loss of a portion of 
the Government grant for that time. 

‘SMALL-POX. 

In July a stranger visiting Little Drayton in 
the course of a few days began to suffer in the 
eruptive stage of Small-pox, and continued under 
medical treatment and observation for about six 
weeks, when, on perfect convalescence from 
the severe attack, be was allowed to return to 
Yorkshire. 

I must here remark that many very promptly- 
made attempts failed to get admittance for the 
case into any one of the hospitals for infectious 
diseases in adjoining sanitary districts, and the 
Drayton Union Rural Sanitary Authority also 
made great efforts, which were unsuccessfal, to 
rent, or purchase, a suitable cottage, or building, 
at a sufficient distapce from a public or private 
road, to properly isolate cases of infectious 

| disease, especially Smallpox, the most infectious 
of all fevers. 

he Sanitary Authority has now provided 
some hospital tents for erection when required 
for use in the treatment of infectious diseases, 
»|on land obtained, snd well situated for the 
purpose, with s good water supply, kc. 

The Senitary Authorities areto becongratulated 
on the greatsuccess of their efforts to prevent the 
spreading of Small-pox (so fatal to ua-vaccinated 
persons) in this district by providing a trained 
male nurse to attend on the case and follow the 
directions of the medical attendant, and also of 
the savitary officials in the use of disinfectants, 
&c, aud in causing the re-vaccination of the 
inmates of thé infected house and of the 
adjoining houses. 


_ The results of Vaccination in 1 
in the following table, viz :— 


J are shewn 


In tho 
Sub- 
districts |Bietbs) 
of 


Market 
Drayton 


Moreton 


BANITARY TRANSACTIONS 

Of the aggregate number of 40 Scarlatina 
cases in the Iyrayton Union reported to mo in 
1893, 27 of them wero scattered over five of the 
nine’ townships of Hodnet parish, the area of 
which ix 9,624 sores, and the populatiou at the 
Jast census, 1,587. 


In January there wero 6 cases of Scarlatina at 
Oheswardine Marsh, Ono of the children in the 
infected house was reported to bo attending the 
parish National Schoul. In the township of 
Espley (Hodnot) there was one caso of Scarlatina. 

March.—in Hodnet village thero were 7 cases 
of the same fever, in one overcrowded house in 
which there were only two small bedrooms. She 
Roy. K. H. Cholmondeley, Rector of the parish, 
most kindly provided a trained nurse for the 
cases, but tho nurse, to obtain tho rest sho 
required, was obliged to sleep away from the 
infected house, 

‘April.—In Moreton Say parish there was one 
aso of Scarlatina ; the infection was believed to 
have been communicated in n first-class railway, 
carriage, in travetling from Liverpool. At Hine 
Heath, near Peplow, there were three cases of 
Scarlatina, two of them of a very malignant type, 
terminating fatally in seven days. 

May.—In Hoduet village there were two cases 
of Sonrlatina; and one case in Juno. 

In July I also visited n case of Enteric Fever 
nt Napley Heath, Mucklestone, In Little Dray- 
ton thro was n case of Scarlatina, the infection 
being brought from Crewe by a mother visiting 
her daughter there. I visited a case at Stoke 
Heath of Scarlatina, the young man affected 
being a farm servant at Pickstock, in the 
Newport Union, who was sont to Stoke Heath 
with the Soarlatinal rash out on his body. 

‘August.—In this month thero was «mild cnse 
of Enteric Fever at Stoke-on-Tern, and one case 
of Diphtheria in Market Drayton, 

September,—There were 2 cases of Scarlatina 
at Wollerton, and 3 at Marchamley Wood, also in 
Hodnet parish; the three children had been 
attending the Prees Lower Heath School, and 
soveral other children in Prees parish were 
stated to have been similarly affected; if so, 
that school should have been closed for four or 
more weeks. 

October.—I reported a caso of Enteric Fever 
at Napley Heath, like a similar case there in July 
caused by contaminated water obtained off the 
premises, the pump at the same farm-house being 
still out of repair, Thero was one case of 
Diphtheria in Market Drayton. In this month 
there were four cases of Scarlatina at Wollerton, 
and three at Hopton, and in 

November, one caxe in Obeswardine village 
and one in Little Drayton, There were also 
three cases of Diphtheria in Little Drayton, 

In December, only two cases of Scarlntina 
were visited by me—one in Woore village, the 
other in Little Drayton, 

During the past year I have constantly directed 
tho perfect isolation where practicable of all 
cases of infectious disease, and the careful disin- 
feotion of all clothes, bed-linen, carpets, &c., by 
first putting such articles in a large ves+el nearly 


lationof Obloralum, I again strongly recommend 


and an economical disinfectant for general uso, 
including the disinfection of furniture. Price of 
the powder of Chloralum only 12s. 6d. per cwt. 

Twperfeot disinfection of the clothing of 
convalescent children who have returned to 
school is, I believe, the most probable source of 
the numerovs, and often wide-apart cases of 
Scarlatina otherwise very difficult to account for. 
I advise the Sanitary Authority to request the 
manygers of elementary schools, where large 
numbers of children are brought together, to 
have the walls and ceilings of the schoolrooms 
well lime-washed in order to remove any germs 
of disease which children recently convalescent 


each term, or before the next assembling of the 
scholars. 

It would be an improvement in sanitation,and 
a valuable amendment of the Infectious Diseases 
(Notification) Act, 1889, if all medical practi- 
tioners sending notifications of cases of infectious 
disease to the district medical officers of health 
were required, not only to certify their opinion of 
the cases, but, at the same time tosign an extra 
declaration that they bad promptly given all 
apparently needful instructions to prevent the 
spreading of the disease to other houscholds 
before they earn the small fee payable to them 
for the required certificate. No time would 
then be lost before the health officer called, or 
in large sanitary districts where the inspector of 
nuisances, who often acts as the deputy of the 
county medical officers, bad called to ascertain 
if the necessary instructions had beea given and 
were promoting the desired object. 

If adopted, the proposcd amendment would 
show medical attendants on cases of infectious 
disease that they need not from courtesy, or 
from any other motive, refrain from forestalling 
any directions or advice the Medical Officer of 
Health, cither with, or if inconvevient to them 
without, that officer and the medical attendant 
visiting a case together, which is oft 


desirable. 


NUISANCES. 
The following were the principal nuisances 
which demanded my attention during the yoar 
last past. 

In January, I inspected in the village of Ashley 
a dwelling-house avd the out-buildings which 
were in a greatly dilapidated state, mavy feet of 
the roof and some of the flooring of the house 
being rotten, and the spouting being worn out; 
some of the rooms were very damp, and the 
house drain was impervious. ‘There were collec- 
tions of stagnant sewage on the premises. The 
adjoining house With its outbuildings were nso 
in a dilapidated state; both bouses and the 
premises being in a state injurious to health, the 
lnndlords were ordered to abate the nuisances by, 
the Sanitary Authority, and did so under much 
preseure. 

In March, there having been many cases of 
Dinrrhova among the children attending the 
National School there, I inspected several closets 
on tho premises, and found them to be too small 
and not properly vevtilated,and tolthis insanitary 
state I attributed the prevalence of the disease 
in question, aud so reported to the Authority. 

In July, I reported that a house in Cheshire 
Street, Market Drayton, was unfit for human 
habitation, and after some unsuccessful efforts 
the Authority caused the occupant to be removed 
to the Union Workhouse. 

In August I visited the house and premises 
in the occupatien of-a baker and-grocer in tho 
village of Woore, and found the house much ouv 
of repair and the roof not waterproof, and the 
wood-work in some parts of the houso very 
defective, and rotten,and requiring to bo propped 
up in various ways. An untrapped cesspool near 
the bakehouse window and the house door was 
also n nuisance, On the same day my attention 
was directed to nuisances injurious’ to health 
caused by ajcesspool without a stench-trap withiu 
18 inches of the dwelling-house door, and by 
privy opposite to it only six fect distant fro 
the house door. 

During the year ended Slat December last, 
have been required to investigate several cases 0 
overcrowded houses before the Sanitary Tn- 
apector summoned the tenants to attend before 
the local Beach of Justices to answer the charge 
of nob reducing the number of inmates after 
notice to do so. Several of such cases were 
successfully dealt with by the Authorities. 

Nnisances are often caused in wet weather in 
the town of Market Drayton by nearly sixty 
spouts discharging rain water from the roofs of 


full of cold water in the patienvs room before 
the removal of them for fartker disinfection in so- 


Obloralum as a very effective, not disogreeable, 


may bring there in their clothes, at the end of | 


——— 


houses on to the causeways of tho strects of the 
town, 
OFFAL BOILING. 

By tho vigilance of the Inspotor, many 
nuisances caused by the boiling of offal by 
butchers haye been abated, 

NYE+LAWS. 

Byo-laws for the Drayton Union having long 
ago been sanctioned by the Local Government 
Bonrd, any further delay in putting them into 
operation is inexpedient, and likely to cause con- 
tinued inconvenience to the Sanitary Officers of 
the Authority, inesmuch as the members of the 
District and Parish Councils elected in November 
next will of course require time and oppor- 
tunities to gain official experience of the ad- 
ministrative duties devolving upon them! 

NUISANCES. 

‘Phe following details include the record of a 
very large amount of sanitary work well done 
by Mr Heywood, the Inspector of Nuisances, 
Dairies, Lodging Houses, Oanal Boats, &c,, in the 
Druyton Union in 1893, viz:— 

‘Twenty canal boats were inspected. The Order 
of the Local Government Board of March, 1878, 
sec. 9, had beeu complied with. There were no 
cases of sickness in any of the boats. 

Two sewers were constructed, and two re- 
covstructed, in the parish of Drayton. 

‘Pwventy-four cesspools or manholes and sewers 
repaired in the parishes of Drayton, Woore, 
Oheewardine, and Hodnot, and they were cleared 
out once a month, or oftener if necessary, and 
re-filled with clean water. 

Forty house drains have been repaired or re- 
constructed, and stench-traps put in the censpools 
or manholes, in the parishes of Drayton, Hodnet, 
Nortov-in-Hales, and Woore, 

Fight new houses haye been erected, viz., two 
in each of the parishes of Drayton, Hodnet, 
Norton-in-Hales, and Woore, and all of them 
have been well supplied with water of good 
quality, and are well ventilated, and have house 
drains. 

‘Ten other houses ia Drayton parish have had 
a good supply of wholesome water put into them. 

‘One public deaw-well at Ashley cleared out and 
repaired. 

One public draw-well at Ashley Heath cleared 
out and repaired, and a notice-board put caution- 
ibe people against polluting the water of the 
well. 

One draw-well at Oheswardine cleared ont, and 
also a pit near it, at which cattle drink. A now 
drain also constructed at Oheswardine, 

Six houses reported to be overcrowded, viz., 4 
at Drayton, 1 at Hodnet, and 1 at Cheswardine. 

Four summonses taken out in cases of over- 
crowding and dealt with in the parish of Drayton 
by the Magistrates at Petty Sessions, 

Forty-three general nuisances at Drayton and 
Woore without being reported to the Sanitary 
Authority. 

‘A pit containing much foul sewage cleared out 
at Norton-in-Hales. 

Three Common Lodging Houses lime-washed 
in April and October. There had been no sick- 
ness in them. 

‘A certifionte was granted during the yearto a 
person to enable him to keep a Common Lodging 
House, to take in 20 lodgers. 

Butchers’ slaughterhouses, cowsheds, dairies, 
and milk-shops occasionally inspected. One 
milk certificate granted. 

One Small-pox ense attended to by order of 
the Sanitary Authority, and tho matorials of 
which the hospital tent is made up aired two 
days together overy fortnight while they are 
stored up until required for use. 

During the summer months schedules are 
given out to each lodging house keeper to fill in 
the uames of the lodgers taken in at night, 
shewing where they cane from, and where going 
to next day, and the schedules are delivered the 
following morning at 9 o'clock to the Inspector 
of Nuisances. 

A large number of Nuisances of all kinds were 
abated under the direction of the Inspector 
without reporting them to the Authority. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

With the valuable co-operation of Mr. William 
Taylor, a well-known lecal water expert long 
much personally interested in the subject, I am 
now able to make a very favourable response to 
the recent request of the Local Govornment 
Board for information as to the present state of 
the water supply in the fourteen parishes 
formiug the Drayton Union. 

It affords me great satisfaction to be able to 
state that the Market Drayton Water Company 
is already snpplying about 200 houses in the 
town of Market Drayton and the imniediate 
vicinity with water, whioh is of excellent quality. 
A very competent analyst, after analysing o 
snmple of the water, reports that ‘it is admir- 
ably udapted for the general supply of a 
community, as it is a soft water, and there is no 
evidence of any past contamination.” “ The Water 
Company wish to point out that on comparison 
with an analysis of the water of the Royal Well 
ot West Malvern, which bas hitherto been con- 
sidered about the best water in the world, the 
Market Drayton Compasvy’s water compares 
most favourably.” 

The townships of Almington, Bearstone, 
Betton, Dorrington, Longford, and Sutton are, I 
am informed, in their respective parishes well 
supplied with good water. 

In addition to the greatly-improved supply of 
water of good guality to the town of Market 
Praytov, I am able to report a very considerable 
improvement in the water supply of the populous 
township of Little Drayton, by the sinking of 
many new and deep wells ducing the last few 
years. Between 60 and 70 wells, most of them 
deep, supply the inhabitants with good water. 
The Drayton Union Workhouse is supplied with 
abundance of excellent water by a well nearly 
O0ft. deep. 

I have been informed on reliable authority that 
the following parishes also possess a sufficient 
water supply of good quality, viz. Oheswardine, 
Childs Ercall, Hinstook, Moreton Say, Muckle- 
stone, Stoke-on-Tern, and Woore. 

‘The parishes of Adderley aud Norton-in-Hales, 
andthe township of Tittenley are fairly well 
supplied with water. 

‘he water supply of Hodnet is good, except to 
six or seven cottages in that village, which are 
dependent for their water upon a neighbour's 
well, which does not always supply the necessary 
quantity of water for the inmates of the cottages 


in question. 

All londiords should be made aware of the 
fact that they are under a legal obligation to 
keep their tenants’ pumps and wells in good 
order, and to baye their wells cleared out when 
nocestary, which is seldom oftencr than once in 
enty oc twenty-five years, 

Only three cases of Enteric Fever (all of a 
mild type) having come uader my notice in 1893 
is to me very satisfactory evidence that the 
general snpply of the potable water of the 
Drayton Union Rural Sanitary District is now of 
excellent quality. 
T have the honour to be, gentlemen, your 


obedient servant, 
F. J. SANDEORD, M.D., 
Medical Offiver of Health of the Rural Sanitary 
‘Authority of the Drayton Uni 
Consulting Physician to the Market Drayton 
Cottage Hospital; and 3 
Hon. Surgeon-Mojor (Vic. Deo.) King’s 
Shropshire Light Infantry. 


Market Drayton, March 27th, 1894. 
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